RITUAL COMPETITIONS - 2011
This packet of information contains the guidelines and judging sheets that will be used for ritual competitions at Grand Session in Pocatello, June 15-18, 2011.  Please read them carefully and go over them with your Bethel as soon as possible. They will give you all the information needed to understand how the judging will be conducted.  ALL JUDGING SHEETS WILL BE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
· This year there will be two divisions in Bethel Ritual Competition.  These will be determined after registration by dividing the number of Bethels participating into two divisions with larger Bethels in Division A and smaller Bethels in Division B.

· The age categories this year are (10-13), (14-16), and (17+). 

· For every five (5) daughters entered in ritualistic competitions, the Bethel shall submit one (1) judge from their Bethel.  In the event there is only one adult, the Bethel can contact another Bethel for adult assistance.  Please submit name of judge, what competition they would like to judge, and the date and time available to judge.  Please be sure to gain their permission to submit their name.  Please indicate if your Bethel will be taking part in competition so arrangements can be made to have a replacement for your judge at this time.
ROBE JUDGING

· A daughter will be judged in her robe only once.  If an Honored Queen or Princess is competing in Bethel Ritual Competition, she will be judged in her cape and crown.  When competing in other events, she is to wear a white ribbon around her waist.  Choir members will be judged with a purple cord and may compete with a purple cord.  Grand Bethel officers are to be judged in their purple robes also, however, only the judging points on the white robes may count in competition. 

· Robe judging will be conducted in a separate room.  There will be a Supervising Robe Judge who will be in charge of the other Robe Judges.  Only One (1) adult from each Bethel will be allowed into the area with the daughters when they are judged.  A daughter will be allowed to appeal the result of her robe judging only to the Supervising Robe Judge and it must be done immediately before she leaves the judging area.  All Bethels are encouraged to complete the robe judging prior to beginning any competitions.
MESSENGER TEAMS

· The Messengers’ Initiation parts will include the directional lines to the Guide and Marshal.  One point per word will be deducted if these directions are left out. 
· Messenger teams may be from one Bethel, sister Bethels or mixed Bethels (Important see the note below).  A daughter may only compete on one team. 

· AGAIN this year – Read Carefully  

If there are not enough girls in a Bethel to form a Messenger team from their own Bethel or with their sister Bethel, the name of the daughters wanting to be on a messenger team and the messenger parts they can do can be sent to the Grand Guide who will put mixed teams together for competition.  These daughters will also be used to fill spots should someone become sick or cannot attend at the last minute.
NOVICE COMPETITION

· This competition is for any daughter, regardless of her age who is attending her First Grand Session.  These daughters will give the Obligation from the Proficiency Work.  The daughter will assume the “Attitude of Prayer” and recite the Obligation. The daughter will then be asked to exemplify the Signs and give Response of each Epoch. Verification must be received from the Guardian that this is the daughter’s first Grand Session.
STORY OF JOB

· Story of Job – The five (5) Messenger Initiation parts given in succession by one daughter without the directional lines.
INDIVIDUAL COMPETITIONS
· Individual Parts to memorize and questions asked change each year– READ CAREFULLY 

· Daughters competing in an individual competition should register in the age category for the age that she will be on June 15, 2009.  She will receive the time for her competition.
(10-13) Memorize:  Honored Queen’s part page 138 of the Ritual. Starting with “We are taught…”  and 
  ending with     “west of the Alter.”
               Study: Page 138. Be prepared to answer three (3) true or false questions orally.
(14-16) Memorize:  Honored Queen’s part page 111 of the Ritual. Starting with “We read in the Book…”     and 

  ending with    “west of the Alter.”
               Study: Page 111. Be prepared to answer three (3) true or false questions orally.
(17+)     Memorize: Page 5 of the Ritual.
        Study: Pages 14 & 15. Be prepared to answer three (3) true or false questions orally.
BETHEL COMPETITIONS – Opening Ceremony Ritual pages 23-61

· There are two (2) divisions as per competition sheet “Bethel Ritual Competition 2011” 
A – Larger Bethels




B – Smaller Bethels

RITUALIST OF THE YEAR– To be considered for the Ritualist of Year a daughter must  
· 1. Compete in the Bethel Ritual Competition
· 2. Compete on a messenger team
· 3. Compete in the individual competition appropriate for her age group
· 4. Compete in the Story of Job
 SCHEDULING– READ CAREFULLY

· Corp Competition and Messenger Teams will have a scheduled time to compete.
· Story of Job, Novice, and the Individual competitions will be given a time frame in which they need to compete after registering.  Example: Please compete between 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday afternoon.   PLEASE try to come at the beginning of your time if possible.  We hope this will help speed up competitions.
· Registration fees - Individual competitions are $3 per daughter per competition.  Group competitions (5 or more) are $10 per competition.  Fees will not be refunded.

· Tentative schedule: Competitions will begin on Wednesday, June 15, from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and continue on Thursday, June 16, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  PLEASE NOTE: The registration deadline is May 1, 2011. 

Jobie Hugs, 


Melody Small
Melody Small, Grand Guide
melody@smallsco.com
17316 N. Wrangler Rd.

Rathdrum, ID 83858
(208) 661 2579
